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Study Flow Diagram 

 

 

 

 
• Patient presents in A&E 
• Referred to hand clinic 

• Initial assessment and screening 
in hand clinic 

• Patient returns for surgery 
• Consent to study participation 
• Exploration of injury in theatre 
• RANDOMISATION 

Surgery with microsurgical  
sutures 

Surgery without microsurgical 
sutures 

6 weeks:  
• Participant questionnaire 

3 months: 
• Participant questionnaire 
• Clinical assessment 
• Complications review 
• Hand rehab review 

6 months: 
• Participant questionnaire 

12 months: 
• Participant questionnaire 
• Clinical assessment 
• Complications review 

12 to 24 months: 
• HES and RSTN routine data 

collection 


